
increased dulness on percussion, and excessive action with a bellows
murmur over the mitral valve, and a slight obstructive murmur over
the aortic. His feet were somewhat swollen, but the codema disap-
peared, and from June to August he needed no medical advice. To-
wards the close of the summer he had some diarrhoea, and in Novem-
ber, pneumonia, from both of which he recovered. Feb. 3d, Dr. Jef-
fries was called and found him suffering with his old symptoms, under
which he sank in about three days.
March lath.—uterine Polypus.—Dr. E. D. G. Palmer showed a

large uterine polypus, and gave the following account of the case :—The patient is 45 years of age, and the mother of five children.
Her labors have been natural and easy. About 3k years ago she mis-
carried at tho third month. Since that time she has had no medical ad-
vice until Monday last, Avhen Dr. P. was called to see her, for what she
supposed was " a falling of the womb." She had suffered from this, she
stated, for three years. There had been bearing-down pains, and hae-
morrhage occurring frequently and at irregular intervals. Of late, the
loss of blood had been profuse and exhausting. By the advice of a
female acquaintance, she had recently been taking some kind of
strengthening medicine, and had worn a bandage with a perinaeal strap.
On examination, a large tumor was found distending the vagina,

and slightly protruding beyond the labia. As no os could be felt,
and the finger could be passed upwards, and around the tumor, Dr. P.
concluded that it was a uterine polypus, although he was unable to
reach the pedicle. Dr. H. G. Clark accompanied Dr. Palmer on his
second visit, and was of opinion that the case was one of uterine po-
lypus probably, though it might prove to be the uterus inverted. It
was arranged to etherize the patient on the following day, and then
draw doAvn the mass, so as to determine its character, and facilitate
the application of a ligature. In the mean time injections of the chlo-
rinated solution of soda were ordered, and a cathartic to be taken im-
mediately. On the evening of the same day, being hastily summoned,
Dr. P. found the whole mass expelled, and the pedicle within reach.
A ligature was applied and the tumor excised. Its weight was 2 lbs.
13 oz.
Dr. Ellis said that tho tumor, on incision, was of a looser texture

than most fibroid groAvths of the uterus, and very vascular.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON: THURDSAY, MARCH 31, 1864.

Pharmacy as a Fine Art.—Not among the least noticeable of tho
changes which a more extensive knowledge of the laAvs of hygiene
and disease and of the physiological action of drugs has introduced
into the modern practice of medicine, is the effect Avhich has been
produced upon tho character of the apothecary and his shop in our
day ; a respectable title, Avhich wo still prefer to that of dispensing
druggist or practical pharmaceutist, now so generally adopted by the
fashionable toy-merchant. We all remember the dusty old bow win-
•
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dow, which lot in enough light for science, the gilded mortar aboA'O
the door and the ever-cíanging iron one within, the stacks of green
bottles of blown glass, the big drawers filled Avith nauseous poAvders,
the broad spatulas for spreading the favorite blister and plaster, and
the still and retorts, which were then so necessary. What Ave then
needed, we got at second hand at least. We hud before our eyes in
its original form every simple, from Avhich the preparation Avanted
Avas made, our ears were deafened by the assistant toiling at the mor-
far, our sense of smell taught us that there was virtue in what the
dingy shop contained, and avc Avere sure of the honesty and skill of
its master. We have indeed changed all this, but have we improv-
ed our condition thereby 'I
Do avc approach one of our aesthetical establishments in the even-

ing, it is with the impression, even afar off, that a brilliant conflagra-
tion is in progress, so intense is the flare of light throAvn into the street.
There are no walls, we find, but those of plate glass, and a dazzling
scene of glittering cut-glass, gorgeous Avith the last gloAving colors
which chemistry has discovered, beautiful flowers and bouquets, all that
the elegance of a lady's toilet-table demands, and soaps in packages of
every shape and tint, illuminated by the most powerful of sun burners
and multiplied and reflected by tho purest mirrors in every Avay con-
ceivable, fill our eyes with Avonder. Do Ave dare to enter, we breathe
the delicious and delicate perfumes of nature's rarest exotics and of
the subtlest productions of art. We see, most conspicuously placed,
an immense glittering pagoda of silver or a chaste marble shrine devo-
ted to the sparkling carbonic-acid water, and long lines of shoAV-cascs
filled Avith the latest Parisian noA'clties. We tread upon marble,
around us are lustres, enamel and gold, and above a frescoed ceiling.
Arc wo indeed in the temple of the handmaiden of medicine ? We
do, in fact, on looking closely, discover certain familiar names upon
crystal bottles and porcelain jars, and, occupying a modest corner, a
balance, but they look strangely out of place. Wo should never dare
to ask for hopar sulphuris, or for such a vulgar substance as ferrum,
in tho midst of such Eastern splendor, though avo might perhaps find
musk, or opium, or hashisch.
Seriously, hoAvover, avo object to this union of tho business of the

fancy-goods dealer Avith that of the apothecary. We believe that the
preparation and dispensing of powerful medicines is a serious busi-
ness, and that it should be carried on in quiet places free from fash-
ionable traffic, and by persons better versed in pharmacy than in flori-
culture or gallantry. It is becoming more difficult eA'ery day to pro-
curo reliable drugs, and instead of finding a proper guaranty for the
purity of a preparation in the apothecary Avho sells, we are now

obliged to investigate the character of tho manufacturer as well.
We have known officinal preparations of the simplest kind, in which
there Avould seem to be no possible motive for deception, certainly
none on the ground of cost, to contain but one half the amount of their
active principles, and bearing tho name of ono of the best-known
manufacturing druggists. The exporter first extracts a large percent-
age of its virtue and sends his drug to tho American market. In
place of a scientific inspector, Ave got but a politician, Avho admits it
on the certificate of a chemist, avIio is Avilling to allow his analysis of
a single ounce of the specimen to pass for that of a ton. The whole-
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sale druggist grinds it in his mills, and mixes a good deal of avc knoAv
not what with it, in which state it is sold to the manufacturer, Avhen
another adulteration is -possible, and only after it has passed through
many hands does it reach the bed of the suffering patient. This pro-
cess of pulverizing every drug for tho purpose of Avholcsale adultera-tion has grown into a great evil. It has become almost impossible to
obtain a whole specimen of any substance, vegetable or mineral, used
in medicine, and even crystals of our commonest salts canwith difficultybe procured to exhibit to a class of students. We are in danger of
losing our perception of form in this disposition to reduce everything
to dust. It is particularly our country readers Avhom we would cau-
tion against adulteration and refuse drugs, for it is well known that
Avholcsale dealers keep tAvo varieties of their wares—one for city trade,
and tho other, they do not hesitate to say, for their country patrons,
who desire a cheaper article.The recently published volume of the Proceedings of the AmericanPharmaceutical Association, a society which cannot be too highly
praised for its constant endeavors to correct these abuses, contains,
besides a very valuable and extended report on the progress of phar-
macy, by Ferdinand F. Mayer, of New York, and other interesting
matter, a report on.the drug market, by Edward R. Squibb, the chair-
man of the committee, which should be read by every physician Avho
cares to know the nature of tho medicine he prescribes. We wish
that our space would allow us to transfer thewhole of it to our pages,
but avc can only give extracts relating to two of the more important
préparations.
"It was deemed best to select a very few prominent articles, examinethem carefully by the Pharmacopoeia tests, or in some other simple

practical manner, and state the results. The members of the Commit-
tee in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, each bought
two or three specimens of each of the articles determined upon and
sent them for examination. These .specimens Avere purchased from
the best usual sources of supply in the scA^eral cities. That is, those
stores where cheap and inferior preparations were known to be sold,
were avoided ; and only those from which the best class of pharma-
ceutists, and the best class of country physicians obtain their sup-
plies, were resorted to. This Committee well knows that preparationsof a very low grade can be easily had at all times and everywhere, but
that such fairly represent the market for those who desire to avoid them,
is not held to be true ; and hence the scrutiny Avas directed only to
that highest grade of preparations which are easily accessible to all
at what are generally considered to be modorate prices. This course
undoubtedly does not represent the whole market, for besides the pre-
parations of low grade alluded to as being both easily obtained and
easily aA'oidcd, there arc classes which profess to come strictly up to
the officinal standard, but the high prices and limited use of these
forbid their being considered in connection with the general market,
and they are in this respect of far loss practical importance than the
very low grades. ....
" ¿Ether Fortior. This is tho ' washed,' or ' Avashed concentrated '

ether of the ordinary market, and a much more important article than
the last, as it is this grade that generally is, and always should bo
used for inhalation. Seven specimens Avere examined. The specific
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gravities were found to be -726,-728, -731, -731, -728, -735, -742 and -728.The officinal direction is that the s. g. shall not be above -728, and the
officinal specimen used for comparison was -726. Four of the seven
are of full officinal strength, and three very much below it, and not
differing materially from the common ether first mentioned. The offi-
cinal stronger ether now under consideration, contains not over 6 or 7
per cent, of alcohol and water. The three inferior specimens contain
10, 12, and 19 per cent, of alcohol and Avater. These three specimens,
besides deficiency in strength, Avere all below the standard also in clean-
ness—two of them very much below it. Of the four specimens of stand-
ard strength, one Avas clean and good, and in all material respects fully
up to the standard specimen with which it was compared. From hav-
ing an alkaline reaction, and a slight odor of lime, it is probable that
it Avas digested upon lime without having been afterwards rectified.
Notwithstanding this, it was an excellent preparation, and Avell adapt-
ed to any use. The three remaining specimens of full strength were
all unclean ; one of them, however, was so near the standard that it
may be considered as officinal, though not very nice. The other two
are far below the standard and unfit for use. Two specimens of the
seven, therefore, may be considered as being officinal and right in all
important respects ; and five as unfit for use. ....
" Laudanum. Eleven specimens, treated precisely in the same

> way, gave the following results, namely: '424, -347, -343, -308, -486,
•468, -480, -427, -340, -338 and -357. These figures indicate that one
of tho specimens is but just about half strength. Five are in the neigh-borhood of seven twelfths, and the remaining five vary between eight
and ten twelfths of the officinal strength.
"These preparations cost 1-00, 1.00, 1-12,1-00, -88,1-06, unknOAvn,

unknown, unknOAvn, 1-12, and l-00 per pound.
" Opium by the case, in the hands of the importers, has brought an

average price of at least $8-50 per pound throughout the past year,
and this opium in drying loses an average of 20 per cent, in weight,
and there are but about 14£ troy ounces in the avoirdupois pound,
while each pound of the officinal tincture represents 1J troy ounces ofdried and powdered opium. Therefore, at the neat case price of opi-
um, the quantity represented in a pound of properly made tincture
costs over one dollar. Now, upon tho theory that druggists are

generally honest, and aro selling their tinctures below the neat cost
of the principal ingredients, regardless of cost of menstruum, time,
labor, and general expenses—to say nothing of profits—this prepara-
tion may bo all right if tho above results of examination be all wrong.
But if this theory bo too absurd for general credence, then these
druggists and pharmaceutists are chargeable in their practico with an
amount of dishonesty which, in the shape of a more bold and manly
variety of robbery, would bo likely to restrict their opportunities of
wrongdoing to the narrower sphere of the criminal prisons.
"From this exhibition of the character of six prominent represen-

tative preparations from the market of the class to which they belong,
it appears that although not ono of them comes fully up to tho offi-
cinal standard, yet that, by a liberal admission, two of the most im-
portant ones may be considered to be nearly right, and to be progress-
ing in the right direction of becoming entirely right. The three im-
portant ones of the remaining four, however, exhibit a low character,
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discreditable alike to the professions of medicine and pharmacy, and
to human nature iu general ; and those pharmaceutists whose moral
perceptions at this day are left keen enough to appreciate the condi-
tion of their art, and whose energy is sufficient, certainly have a most
enviable reputation and standing within their reach, by opposing the
condition of things thus indicated, through what appears to bo the
rarely trodden path of moral rectitude. Let some of us, then, try
hoAV it Avili pay to be right where many are wrong, and try what the
profits of such a new drug market will be."
While the Pharmaceutical Association is doing so much for its own

good and that of our profession, we also may accomplish much in the
same direction by a uniform line of action. We should make it a rule
to send every prescription Ave Avrite to apothecaries of high skill and
standing, of whom there are many among us ; men who make most of
the preparations they dispense, and Avhose knowledge and integrity
arc a sufficient guaranty of the character of their stock.

Messrs. Editors,—I wish to call the attention of the profession to
the use of a saturated solution of chlorate of potash in equal parts of
muriatic acid and water as a diuretic in scarlatina. I have been in the
habit of using this remedy in this disease, according to Watson's re-
commendation in his work on the practice of medicine, for more than
fifteen years, and for most of that period I have noticed that where
paucity of the urine existed, a more abundant secretion took place on
exhibition of this medicine ; and during the past winter, and up to
the present time, I have used it for a diuretic in some twenty cases,
without having been disappointed in any instance. I begin to use it
at any stage of the disease, administering it every four or six hours
'{in sugared or gum-Arabic Avater, in such doses that a child five years
of age would get one and a half drops of the acid at each dose ; and
in a few instances I have used double such quantity, with benefit.
The beneficial use of this remedy for correcting foetid breath in scar-
let and other adynamic feA'crs, is well known, and its modus operandi
easily explained, but how it acts upon the kidneys is not so readily
understood ; it must be indirect, I think, by first altering the condi-
tion of the blood, fitting it, as it were, to pass oft" by those organs,
rather than as a direct stimulant to them. All of us are familiar with
the fact, that albuminous urine frequently occurs during and immedi-
ately after scarlet fever ; whether or not the use ofmuriatic acid, for I
presume it is this agent, and not the combination with the chlorate of
potash, that acts as a diuretic, will prevent such state of the urine,
I cannot say, but my experience thus far seems to favor such a view.
I never have used the medicine when I knew by examination that
albuminous urine actually existed ; my use of it has been confined to
the first ten days of the disease. In rheumatism and anasarcous con-
ditions of the system following scarlatina, I have relied upon another
class of remedies, other than diuretics, with a success entirely satis-
factory. 1 have now two patients, brothers, fairly convalescent, to
Avhom I ordered the acid mixture (in the largest dose), and it was
used from the fourth to the seventh day of the complaint, with such
effect upon the urinary organs that quito a diuresis continues, al-
though five days have elapsed since the remedy was discontinued. In
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most of the cases improvement in the urine took place within twenty-
four hours after commencing the medicine.
Pawluckel, R. I., March 22d, 1864. James 0. Whitney, M.D.

Death of Dr. Benj. Cutter.—The death of Dr. Benj. Cutter, of
Woburn, Avili be deeply felt in the community of Avhichhc had so long
been a prominent and valued member. He had been feeble for a con-
siderable time before his death, but his last illness was of short dura-
tion. Dr. Cutter was born in West Cambridge in 1803, and gradua-
ted at Harvard College in the class of 1824. He studied medicine
with Dr. Francis Kittredge, of Woburn. Many valuable contribu-
tions from his pen avíU be found in former volumes of this Journal.

In reply to the inquiries of " A Student," we are able only to in-
form him that applicants for admission to the U. S. Navy as Assistant
Surgeons or Acting Assistant Surgeons, must make application to the
Secretary of the Navy, giving their residence, date and place of birth,
together with respectable testimonials of moral character, and that
they must not be less than 21 nor more than 25 years of age. Other
information can doubtless be obtained of the surgeons Btationed at
either of our Navy Yards.

Dr. Chandler's article will appear in our next number.

VITAX STATISTICS OF BOSTON.
Fon the Week ending Saturday, March 2Gth, 18G4.

DEATHS.
;

Deaths during theweek.
Avc. mortality of corresponding woelts for ten years, 1853—1863,
Average corrected to increased population ....
Death of persons above90------.

Phthisis.
18

Croup.3

Mortality from Prevailing Diseases.
Scar. Fcv. I Pncumon. I Variola. I Dysentery. I Typ.Fever. I Diphtheria.

5 3 2 | 0 I 1 1

Dif.d,—In this city, March 22il, Dr. John Nelson, aged 74 years G months. Dr. N. was
tho father of the late Hon. A. H. Nelson, formerly Judge of the Superior Court.—At Enst
Cambridge, March 27th, Dr. Moses Clarke, aged 46 years.—In Philadelphia, March lOlh, Dr.
Franklin Bache, aged 72 years. The deceased was the oldest great grandson of Benjamin
Franklin. At tlie time of his death he was Professor of Chemistry in the Jefferson Medical
College, which position he lias held since 1841.

Deaths in Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, March 2Gth, 91. Males,49—Fe-
males, 42.—Apoplexy. 1—inflammation of the bowels, 1—congestion of the brain, 2—dis-
ease of the brain, 3—inflammation of the brain, 3—bronchitis, 4—bums, 1—cancer (of the
liver), 1—caries of the shoulder-joint, 1—consumption, 18—convulsions, 5—croup, 3—de-
bility, 1—diphtheria, 1—dropsy of the brain, 1—scarlet fever, a—typhoid fever, 1—gan-
grene (of the month), 1—liiemori-hage, 1—disease of tho heart, 3—infantile disease, 2—dis-
ease of the kidneys, 3—laryngitis, 1—congestion of the lungs, 2—inflammation of the
lungs, 3—marasmos, 4—measles, 2—old age, 1—paralysis, 2—peritonitis, 1—puerperal dis-
ease, I—smallpox, 2—disease of the spine, 1—suicide, 1—syphilis, 1—unknown, 7.
Under 5 years of age, 35—between 5 and 20 years, 9—between 20 and 40 years, 23—be-

tween 40 a id GO years, 14—above GO years, 10. Burn in the United States, 583-^rclund, 25—Other places, 8.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at NYU WASHINGTON SQUARE CAMPUS on June 23, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


